Arkansas State Archives

Arkansas Digital Archives

Japanese American internment in Arkansas Online exhibits

Newspaper article, "$120,000 Drainage Ditch Completed At
Jerome Relocation Center Last Week"

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalheritage.arkansas.gov/exhibits-online-japanese-

american-internment

Cf Part of the United States History Commons

Recommended Citation
Newspaper article, "$120,000 Drainage Ditch Completed At Jerome Relocation Center Last Week”,
Newspaper microfilm collection: Dermott News, Arkansas State Archives, Little Rock, Arkansas.

Use and reproduction of images held by the Arkansas State Archives without prior written permission is prohibited.
For information on reproducing images held by the Arkansas State Archives, please call 501-682-6900 or email at
state.archives@arkansas.gov.


https://digitalheritage.arkansas.gov/
https://digitalheritage.arkansas.gov/exhibits-online-japanese-american-internment
https://digitalheritage.arkansas.gov/exhibits-online
https://digitalheritage.arkansas.gov/exhibits-online-japanese-american-internment?utm_source=digitalheritage.arkansas.gov%2Fexhibits-online-japanese-american-internment%2F177&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalheritage.arkansas.gov/exhibits-online-japanese-american-internment?utm_source=digitalheritage.arkansas.gov%2Fexhibits-online-japanese-american-internment%2F177&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=digitalheritage.arkansas.gov%2Fexhibits-online-japanese-american-internment%2F177&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:state.archives@arkansas.gov

b i R RS o U, -

.| River watershed in ' Chicot

|during the past season.

S SEESEUFES . W o o=

$120,000 Drainage Ditch Completed At
Jerome Relocation -Center Last Week

Evacuees at the Jerome Relac-
tion Center and private contractors
completed the centers new $120,000
main drainage ditch last week. The
canal will provide dralnage for 38
square miles of the upper Boeut
and
Drew Counties. It is 11.4 miles In
length and represents the moving
of 800,000 yards of dirt.

Work on tbhe lower sectlon of the
project which included clearing and
widening two mlles of the Boeuf
River channel, beginning at a point
one-half mile south of Highway 82,
was started November 10, 1042,

Clearing of the right-of-way, most
of which ran through wooded sec-
tions, was done by evacuee residents
of the center. Actual excavating
was done by contract.

The old channel of the river was
widened to a bed of 70 feet. The
lower end of the ditch proper s 28
feet wide at the bottom, 70 feet at
the top and 10 feet deep. Comple-
tion of the big ditch will provide
an outlet for water from the entire
10,000-acre tract leased to the War
Relocation Authority at the present
time. In spite of inadequate drain-
age, much of this land was cultivat-
ed by evacuees this year.

The complete drainage system In-
cludes 70 miles of smaller lateral
ditches, 40 of which have been comn-
pleted. Value of the land prior to
the drainage work was $3 to $10
per acre. The same land, now that
it ean be drained. Is valued at $30
an acre.

Increased value of the affected
land will be for greater than the
total cost of evavating and clear-
Ing when the complete system is in
operation, officials have saild.

Center administrators are high in

prajse of the work done by the
evacuees In clearing the right-of-
ways. Thelr work included felling

the timber and pushing it aside with
bulldozers. In order to stay ahead
of the draglines, It was aften nec-
eskary for crews to work through
rain and mud and cold during the
winter, and through Intense heat in
the summer. What amounted to a
polson Ivy and chigger epidemic
was added to the grief suffered dur-
ingpthe summer months.

Luast Aungust, Congressmen Oren
Harris of the Seventh district and
W. F. Norrell of the Sixth district
inspected the center and made a
jolnt statement to the effect that
they were surprised and pleased to
see the progress heing made In the

|drainage work and the resulting in-

crease In farming land values,
The congressmen added that they
could “foresee the day when the
camp area would be divided into 60-
acre tracts and become the homes

|of prosperous Arkansas farmers.”

Center administrators have re-
ported successful farming operations
The com-
paratively few acres suitable for
production Inst spring have yielded

|more than enough root and green

vegetables for Centet consumption,
and the supply will be gufficient for
the next six or elght weeks. Sur-
pluses have been shipped to other
relocation centers and to army
posts.
DN.
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Pres;dent Gets
New Bill To Ban
|Father Draft

Paul V. McNutt was described
yesterday as “so steamed up” that
he will quit as manpower commis-
sloner unless President Roosevelt
vetoes the new father draft act.

The bill sent to the White House
by the Senate on a volce vote Tues-
day strips McNutt of authority over
Selective Service. It also is de-
signed to slow down or halt the
draft of pre-war fathers but of-
ficinls Indicated it would not bring
ubout any radical changes In pre-
sent induction procedures.

McNutt formally told the Senate
that t h e legislation
‘sound administration.”

One senator declared he

indicated he would resign If the
pregident signs the bill."”

MeéNutt declared In his leter to
the Senate the bill would “sertously
weaken the manpower program™ by
divorcing militarfy and civilian man-
power authority.

Sabotage, Cries McNutt

“The proposed amendment * * * Is
a sabotage of sound administra-
tion,” he wrote.

McNutt sald Director Lewis
Hershey of Selectlye Service hnd
recommemmded the list of
deferrable” jobs from which
were inducted without regard to
famlly dependencies. He added
“the opposition has been engaged In
creating a public impression that
the non-deferrable list wns ‘impos-
ed’ ap Selective Service by the War
Maanpower Commission or by me
personally.”

Nullifies Work-or-Fight Order

This so-called “work or fight” or-
der of the WMC wonld be nullified
by the bill, which also provides:

That fathers of children born be-
fore Bept. 15, 1042, shall not be
drafted until all available single men
in the country have been Inducted.
This “national pool” plan was re
garded by Senator Johnson (Dem.,
Colo. as llkely to postpone the
drafting of some fathers for two or
three months. An “escape” clause
provides that the induction plan
shall not be allowed to Interfere
with the ‘orderly flow” of manpow-
er to the armed forces."

That a flve-member medical com-
mission shall review physical and
mental standards of the services to
determine if they can be lowered
with a view to bringing more 4F's
Into unifarm.

men
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Rams Drop Game To
Hillbillies Friday

The Dermott Rams were beaten
by the Monticello Hillbillles 39-7
on the sportsmen field Friday night.
The Hillbillies marched down the
fleld on the kick-off, and after a
few downs they took the pigskin
across the goal. The Rams pulled
themselves together in the second
quarter and ran a touchdown over
the Hlllbilljes. Lowry took it
across on a plunge through the
line. The extrn point was made
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